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LIB DEM LAWRENCE NICHOLS
ELECTED LEADER OF THE COUNCIL
History was made at the end of May
when Councillor Lawrence Nichols
was elected Liberal Democrat Leader of
the Council. He became the first nonConservative to hold this position since
the Authority was created in 1974.
Lawrence heads a multi-Party grouping
formed to radically alter how
Spelthorne is run. He is supported by
Independent Councillor Jo Sexton as his
Deputy. This change coincides with the introduction of a Committee
based system which will bring greater accountability, participation
and transparency to the Council's affairs after the previous Strong
Leader model had become discredited.
Commenting after his election Lawrence said “It is truly an honour
to have been elected. I am determined to do everything I can to
serve all our residents and businesses, as we face the many
challenges coming out of lockdown and the steps back to
normality".
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NEW COMMITTEE SYSTEM FOR
SPELTHORNE COUNCIL
Since May, Spelthorne Council
has been run differently. The
discredited strong leader model
has been replaced by a
Committee based structure.
Instead of power and decision
making being concentrated
within a small select group from
one party (The Cabinet), in future
a politically proportionate make
up of Councillors will be
represented on each Committee.
This will enable greater
accountability, participation and
transparency in decision making,

Send an email with your post
code to:
planup@spelthornelibdems.org.uk

Commenting on the change Cllr
Chris Bateson stated “This
fundamental change to the way
our Council is governed is
something I have long
campaigned for and am delighted
it has finally come to pass. I gave
a commitment that with the
support of other groups, we
would seek to radically transform
how our Council was run. “

VICTORY PLACE – This is the
vacated land situated at the back
of the Tesco site opposite
Ashford Hospital. The Council are
working on a revised application
to provide much needed key
worker housing. Expected before
the Planning Committee this
year.

Contact Cllr Chris Bateson
sylvacfinder@hotmail.co.uk

Liberal Democrat Surgeries return
The surgeries will return to Staines Library for the following dates,
10.30am - 12.30pm

2 Oct, 6 Nov, 4 Dec, 7 Jan, 5 Feb, 5 March

SEE INSIDE FOR MY
LOCAL PLANNING
UPDATE

Please send an email to surgery@spelthornelibdems.org.uk for
more details
info@spelthornelibdems.org.uk

HQ telephone 01932 787854

www.spelthornelibdems.org.uk

If you provide us with your email address and
indicate that we may do so, we may send you
further information about the Party in the
future. These communications will take the
form of emails promoting us and our work.

Spelthorne Lib Dems

STAINES SOUTH
COUNCILLOR CHRIS BATESON

@Spelthornelibde

Want to be emailed updates?

enabling the involvement of more
Councillors using their expertise,
skills and judgement for the
benefit of residents.

HOW CAN I HELP YOU?
07958 654204
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ASHFORD

CHURCH ROAD CAR PARK – This
site has fallen into a state of
disrepair. Plans are being
formulated to provide a mixture
of retail outlets and housing to
replace it. Expected before the
Planning Committee this year.

STAINES
THE OLD TELEPHONE
EXCHANGE SITE – The land
situated between Debenhams
and Staines Library. The Planning
Committee unanimously rejected
a proposal from Inland Homes to
build two high-rise blocks of flats.
The developers appealed this
decision and have been granted
a Public Enquiry, likely to be held
this year.

RENSHAW INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
– This is the land situated
between the Moormede Estate
and London Road near the Iron
Railway Bridge. The Planning
Committee considered but
rejected a developer proposal to
build high-rise rentals.
CHARTER SQUARE PHASE C - the
land close to Fairfield Avenue off
the London Road. The proposed
third and final phase of a
largescale development in the
area was considered but rejected
by the Planning Committee on
the grounds of over development
of the locality.
STAINES RIVERFRONT – The
proposal to build a fourteenstorey development, with hotel,
has caused much local
consternation. How the current
situation has come about, with
little or no consultation, is now
the subject of a full independent
enquiry which has recently
commenced.
DEBENHAMS SITE IN THE HIGH
STREET - We understand that
proposals are likely to be
submitted by developers to
demolish this building, replacing
it with further high rise
development.
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STAINES CONSULTATION
- LATEST INFORMATION

Given the concern expressed
by many residents as to the
future for Staines, I along with
other Staines area Councillors
pressed for a full and detailed
consultation about what
people would like to see in a
future Staines Town Centre.
The consultation ran from 18
May to 29 June and was heavily

subscribed to by many people.
The Council has almost
completed the task of
reviewing and categorising the
responses and hopes to
publish the full findings in the
near future. I would like to
thank those who have taken
the time to participate in this
very worthwhile exercise.

SEE INSIDE FOR MY
LOCAL PLANNING
UPDATE
STAINES SOUTH
COUNCILLOR CHRIS BATESON

IS THE ZANE
GBANGBOLA CASE TO
BE RE-EXAMINED?
Young Zane, aged just 7 years
old, lost his life as a result of
inhaling toxic fumes at the
family home during heavy
flooding in 2014. A Coroner's
verdict in 2016 ruled the boy
had been poisoned by carbon
monoxide caused through a
petrol powered pump used at
the time to clear floodwater
from out of their home. This
judgement has been disputed
by the family and its
supporters who have
consistently claimed that
hydrogen cyanide gas was
present. This they say was
something that had seeped
into their home during the
flooding.
Recently, the Mail on Sunday
published an article claiming

they had been supplied with
new evidence that cast doubt
over the Coroner's findings.
The paper claimed that they
were in receipt of more
evidence that indeed hydrogen
cyanide gas was present. The
new administration running
the Council have wasted no
time in moving that tests be
carried out on a former landfill
site close to Zane's home.
Commenting Cllr Chris
Bateson said “Issues
surrounding this case and
unanswered questions have
gone on far too long without
satisfactory answers.”
READ MORE ONLINE

bit.ly/sld-sa6

MY LOCAL PLANNING
UPDATE IS OVERLEAF

NEW CLOSED-TOP LITTER BINS
ON THE BROADWAY
For some time now the
shopping parade at the
Broadway, Staines has been
plagued with litter strewn
everywhere. Open top bins
have facilitated the depositing
of domestic litter resulting in
foxes in their search for food,
very often succeeding in
pulling them over with the
consequential mess that
follows.

A local Spelthorne Litter Picker
stalwart suggested that these
be replaced by closed top side
access only bins in an attempt
to deal with the problem. I was
very happy to support her
suggestion as were other ward
Councillors. Very recently this
has now become a reality and
already there is a noticeable
improvement in the
cleanliness of the area.

Me!

LOCAL RESIDENTS SHOW
HUGE GENEROSITY

AND THE NEIGHBOURHOOD
GRANTS GO TO…
Each year Councillors receive a
grant to allocate for causes
considered of benefit to the
community. This year some extra
money has been allocated for
Green causes.
So far I have given a £500 grant
to the Spelthorne Litter Pickers
to help fund more equipment for
the many volunteers who have

done such sterling work in
cleaning up our community from
unwanted litter.
I have also given £500 to the
Ashford Youth Centre to help
them train more volunteers and
to put towards specific project
ideas. So few youth centres now
exist in our Borough it is vital to
support those we have.

DID YOU KNOW
THE TORY
GOVERNMENT
WANTS US TO
BUILD
611 HOMES A
YEAR FOR FIVE
YEARS?
This is considered by many
to be both an excessive and
unrealistic target. Liberal
Democrats along with
others will continue to fight
to have this figure lowered.

The heartbreaking scenes of
devastation and misery
witnessed in Afghanistan have
touched the hearts of many. No
more so than in Spelthorne
where the newly-elected
administration wasted no time
in offering a helping hand.to
some of those left destitute
with literally only the clothes
they were wearing to their
name. Many of the 58 people
the Council are assisting are
children, some orphaned. They
are being offered help to get
back on their feet whilst
arrangements are being made
for them to be settled
elsewhere in appropriate
communities or with family
connections.

An urgent appeal for donations
for across the Borough saw
Spelthorne residents respond
swiftly with generosity and
compassion. Commenting,
helping volunteer Cllr Chris
Bateson said “I cannot praise
enough the people of our
Borough who selflessly gave
both of their time and means to
come to the rescue of those so
desperately in need. It is a
glowing tribute to the people of
Spelthorne that they did not
hesitate to respond and our
community's swift action was
recognised nationally with Lib
Dem Council Leader Lawrence
Nichols invited to appear on
BBC2's Newsnight.

