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FOCUS

on STAINES SOUTH & ASHFORD WEST

GETTING THINGS DONE FOR YOU

Do we have the most-struck
rail bridge in Surrey?
Recently revealed records
show that the notorious
low height railway bridge
in Thames Street has
acquired an unenviable
record and not one to be
proud of. Over the period
2020/2021 the bridge was
struck no fewer than 10
times by vehicles, making
it the worst in the county
and 8th overall for vulnerability in the country.
Cllr Chris Bateson, who
recently visited the location, stated that the poor
safety record here was of
immense concern. Whilst
fortunately no serious
injuries had been sustained by anyone involved
in any of the 10 incidents,

the high strike rate raised
serious questions. Chris
added that whilst we had
been lucky so far, if matters were not addressed it
was only a matter of time
before something more
serious occurred. Signage
is visible at each side of
the road but the chevroned black and yellow
band warning of the
impending low height has
all but disappeared and
urgently needs renewal.
Without this, poor visibility and darkness add to
the danger. Chris is following up this matter with
Network Rail who have
responsibility for this
bridge.

Lib Dem-led council
acts quickly to secure
support funds for
local residents
The Government recently
made funds available to
support less well off families and individuals. The
time window however to
apply for funding was a
short one. The Lib Dem
led administration in conjunction with Council
Officers wasted no time in
acting. As a result a total
of £300,000 has been

secured for the benefit of
Spelthorne residents.
Cllr Sandra Dunn, Lib
Dem Chair of the Community Wellbeing and
Housing Committee, said:
“This Council recognises
the plight that many of
our families face, especially going into the winter
months and we want to
use this funding to sup-

Chris Bateson at the
offending bridge. “The
fact that most of the
warning chevrons are
missing does not help.”

port as many families in
need as possible. If you
are dealing with food or
fuel poverty, we urge you
to get in touch with us
about this fund. This is a
Council that cares for its
residents and is working
towards a future where
none of our residents are
cold or hungry during the
winter.”
Residents have until 31
March to apply for consideration for this grant
and details of how to do
so are explained in the
panel below. Make sure
you do not miss out by
checking out your eligibility to receive this grant.

5 WAYS A LIB DEM COUNCIL
LEADER IS BETTER FOR YOU
Corporate Plan agreed after two years of
1 New
Conservative delay
2

Introduced a more democratic and
transparent way to run the Council

3

Looking at ways we can make Council-built
homes more affordable

4

Greater involvement of councillors in
Spelthorne Council development decisions

5

Established Inquiry into Staines Waterfront
Development after Tories faffed about

How we can help you?

IN-PERSON SURGERIES RETURN
In reality, they never went away but we had to do them
online for over a year. Due to a change in Covid restrictions,
these have now return on the dates below.

First Saturday in the month (except in January):
8 January, 5 February, 5 March, 2 April, 7 May, 4 June

info@spelthornelibdems.org.uk
www.spelthornelibdems.org.uk
Spelthorne Lib Dems
@Spelthornelibde
Published and promoted by Spelthorne Liberal Democrats at 16 Loudwater Road, Sunbury, TW16 6DB.
Printed by Solopress at 9 Stock Road, Southend-on-Sea SS2 5QF

HQ telephone 01932 787854

Chris Bateson’s

Local Planning
Update

FULLER DETAILS ON PLANNING AT:
spelthornelibdems.org.uk/plan2021-12
For Email Updates: Email your name and postcode
to: planup@spelthornelibdems.org.uk

ASHFORD
VICTORY PLACE – A
revised Council Planning
Application incorporating
many of the Councillor-requested changes to
improve the development
proposal was passed by
the Planning Committee
in November.
CHURCH ROAD CAR
PARK – The Council are
firming up plans to be
presented in Spring 2022.
STANWELL ROAD – The

Committee approved
plans for a change of
commercial use. Hitchcock & King will move and
the front will be taken
over by Supermarket
chain LIDL and another
commercial outlet.

completed. Decision
expected in January.
RENSHAW INDUSTRIAL
ESTATE – The Planning
Committee rejected a proposal for more concentrated high rise development. The Developer has
lodged an appeal.

MEADOWSIDE CARE
HOME UNDER THREAT

CHARTER SQUARE PHASE
C - The scheme is being
re-examined by the Council to see whether an
alternative scheme can be
brought forward.
STAINES RIVERFRONT – A
Planning Application to
develop this site to incorporate a hotel is expected
in early 2022.
DEBENHAMS SITE IN THE
HIGH STREET – A formal
Planning Application has
been submitted to demolish this, replacing it with
two 14 storey high rise
buildings.

THE OLD STAINES FIRE
STATION ON THE RIVERSTAINES
FRONT - A formal PlanTHE OLD TELEPHONE
ning Application has very
EXCHANGE SITE – Follow- recently been submitted
ing a rejection by the
to convert the Old Fire
Committee, the developer Station into a dwelling
was granted a Public
house and erect 4 further
Inquiry. This has been
dwellings at this location.

Surrey CC are carrying out a public consultation
regarding the future of 8 care homes they currently
administer. One of these, Meadowside - in Knowle
Park Avenue, Staines - is under consideration for
possible closure. The age of the building, the cost of
modernisation and take up of places have been cited
as reasons for possible closure.
Cllr Chris Bateson said "It is important that full
consultation occurs before any irreversible decision is
made. Meadowside has consistently received good
reports as a well-run care home. Its potential break up
has implications for the staff who work there and its
occupants. Good care homes are hard to come by
nowadays. Many have already closed as a result of
being unable to incorporate legislative modern day
adaptations. The loss of another home in our Borough
as our aged population increases is of concern."

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Use this link to access and complete the
online survey by Surrey County Council::

https://bit.ly/sld-meadowside

CHRIS BATESON GETS
KNIGHTSBRIDGE
CRESCENT SORTED

Or scan the QR code:

HAPPY NEW YEAR
In what has been
another very difficult
and challenging year
for so many, may I
convey my best wishes
to all residents for a
happy and healthy time
over the Christmas and
New Year period and
for a better year for us
all in 2022.

This street is one of the most flood-prone locations in
our area. Residents here have suffered previously
with disastrous consequences particularly in 2014.
Mindful of this and the onset of winter Chris has been
pressuring Surrey CC to prune and clear vegetation
which was masking the kerb line and blocking the
gullies so critical for water to escape.
It’s pleasing to report that this pressure has recently
paid off, with the street having now received attention
and critical areas now being free from debris.

Are we about to
suffer a cut-back
in local rail
services?

The impact and
fallout from Covid
has had a profound
effect on transport
services and usage
levels. Passenger
numbers dropped
alarmingly as
people were forced
to work all or most
of the time from
home and leisure
journeys declined
by similar numbers.
Although normality
is returning, with

passenger numbers
increasing once again,
reductions in services still
remain.

hour. This will
put strain on the
system at both
Ashford and
Staines stations
SWR have decided to
and leave no
embark on a public conscope for travel
sultation in respect of
growth as the
service provision. This is
population
being sold as an opporexpands. It is a
tunity to improve service
reliability, but in essence it short sighted
and short term
is to cement the cuts to
services currently in place. policy based solely on
finance rather than taking
As those who have commuted know only too well, account of other factors.
trains on our main line
You have the opportunity
into London are very busy to comment on the proat peak times. Under
posals. Many objections
these proposals one
will force SWR to declare
Reading to London and
the level of opposition
return train is to be axed
and hopefully rethink
per hour during both the
what is currently planned
morning and evening rush for our line.

HOW TO OBJECT
Use this link in a browser:

https://bit.ly/SWT-cuts
Or scan this QR code:

LIB DEMS GETTING THINGS DONE FOR YOU ALL YEAR ROUND

