


HOW CAN I HELP YOU?

Staines Library Surgeries
My regular surgeries at Staines Library will recommence as

soon as permissible.
In the meantime, from Saturday 9 January 2021, we will be

hosting surgeries by Zoom.
Please email surgery@spelthornelibdems.org.uk to book.
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LITTER PICKIN’ GOOD
Chris regularly joins teams from Spelthorne Litter Pickers

There is growing local opposition to what is
currently suggested for Staines, namely a
number of high rise developments, some
as large as 14 storeys high. If this were all
to come to pass it would blight the area and
destroy the character of the town.

At the Full Council meeting on 10
December, Cllr Bateson was delighted to
bring forward a motion asking Councillors
to review the plan for long term
development in Staines Town Centre, “I am
thrilled to report that my motion received
extensive support with 31 Councillors
voting in favour and just three abstentions.
The Council must now go away, listen to its
Residents and rethink these plans.”

Pause Staines’
developments and
talk to residents!

Residents in close proximity to Ashford Park
School who reside in Queen's Walk and Windsor
Drive have raised an ongoing issue with me
concerning indiscriminate parking at school
start and finish times. This creates many
problems, including vehicular access for
residents, fumes and pollution from idling car

engines whilst waiting,
and pathway
restrictions for
pedestrians.

Double yellow road
markings are largely

ignored and parking across residents' driveways
adds to understandable frustration for them.

Councillor Chris Bateson, who represents a
nearby ward, commented: “I share the concerns
and frustrations of local residents. Staggered
school start and finish times and ever
increasing pupil numbers don’t help. It is not
unreasonable for those directly affected by it to
request a greater degree of parking
enforcement. Urgent initiatives are needed
solve an unacceptable situation.

I am willing to help kick start this if asked.”

Chris Bateson offers his support

ASHFORD PARK
SCHOOL PARKING

COUNCIL AGREES
WITH CHRIS BATESON:Chris has lived in Ashford and

Staines for over 40 years. He is a
natural campaigner who fought
tirelessly for the local community
long before he was elected to
Spelthorne Borough Council for
Staines South Ward in May 2019.

There he has continued his
mission, championing many local
causes and ready to take on
residents' individual issues. Not
only has Chris an impressive
100% council meeting
attendance record, he also
makes sure he attends other
relevant meetings whether in an
official capacity or not. He is
determined that residents
should be properly represented
and kept up to date with what’s
happening. As well as using
social media and running a Local
Advice Surgery he produces a
regular newsletter delivered to
all households keeping them up
to date with activities.

Before retiring in June, Chris
worked in the local bus industry
for 46 years, working his way up
through the ranks culminating in
a senior management role
where he was responsible for a
large workforce and for a
substantial budget. He believes
these everyday experiences
enable him to easily connect
with and help local people.

Chris is ready and willing to work
as part of a team, cross-party if
necessary, to ensure the best
outcomes for the people he
represents.

CHRIS
BATESON

Councillor Chris Bateson recently joined two Spelthorne
Litter Picker Champions, Cheryl Wright (pictured) and Shirley
Lunn, in a clean up exercise in the Royal Estate.

As usual, a lot of rubbish was collected and the effort made a
noticeable difference to the area. Chris paid tribute to Shirley
and Cheryl who have inspired many others to join them in a
grass-roots campaign to clean up our Borough.

He added “The Council is indebted to the many others who
have been galvanised into coming forward to help right across
the Borough. They all treasure and take pride in the areas they
reside in and want to see our landscape clean and tidy. Their
inspirational efforts are to be commended.”

We’ve written an article on the Spelthorne Litter Pickers:
https://bit.ly/litterpickers

We applaud Cllr Bateson’s
initiative in bringing his motion to
Council. It has shone a bright light
on a matter of desperate concern to
residents. The issues at the heart of
this are the historical absence of
democratic accountability
and proper due diligence. ”

“

Residents Riverside Coalition,
representing the interests of some 600

residents both sides of the river

Best wishes for a better 2021 to all residents
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CHRIS BATESON GETTING THINGS DONE
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Figures published by Surrey County Council have revealed a
huge rise in the cost of senior staff pay in just 12 months.

The information published by the Council has revealed that the
number of its senior officers earning over £50,000 has
increased from 407 in 2018/19 to 558 in 2019/20. The number

of those being paid between £50,000 – £54,999
has increased from 127 to 212.

An even greater increase is seen in the £60,000
- £64,999 pay bracket where the number of
officers has jumped from 49 to 154. In total the
pay bill for all senior employees has risen by
around £10 million.

SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE

Spelthorne Liberal Democrats are working cross-party to get
accountability and transparency about what is going on at the
Eco-Park. Surrey's white elephant is now several
years late and is still not working properly.
Surrey County Council and contractors Suez have shown
little regard for the concerns of the residents around the
Eco-Park. As both continue to try and get the site fully
operational, the number of complaints raised relating to
smell, noise and air pollution have increased.

The Conservatives running
Surrey County Council have
admitted they spent just
under £250,000 on their
failed bid to become a
unitary authority.

Following
questions by
by the Lib
Dems, the
Council said
that almost
£250,000
was spent on research in
support of the Council’s
controversial unitary bid.

Chris Bateson said, “What
a waste of money this has
been not only for the
County Council but also for
Spelthorne Borough Council
who had to spend £30,000
on input for the proposal."

TORY
SURREY
WASTE

THE ECO PARK SITUATION
CANNOT CONTINUE

Surrey’s failed
bid to become
a Unitary
Authority cost
us £250,000+

CHRIS BATESON GETTING THINGS DONE

WASTE

TORY COUNTY COUNCILLORS
REMAIN SILENT ON THESE MATTERS

I was out with Surrey CC
Contractors recently in
Worple Road and saw the tree
pruning work being done,
something I organised in
under 2 months.
This was something the
County Councillors failed to
act upon despite pleas by the
Bus Company. I took over 30
onsite photos showing how
dangerous it was for buses to
navigate this road.

The upkeep of the area surrounding
Sweeps Ditch in Knightsbridge
Crescent has always been a contentious
one. The road is prone to flooding so it’s
vital that vegetation is kept out of the road and gullies.

In recent times the area has been neglected with vegetation
having grown over the kerb and into the road. This in turn has
seen vital gullies obscured and blocked and thus the flow away
of water impeded.

Cllr Chris Bateson in one his regular patrols around the ward
was mindful of the problems this neglect and lack of attention
could bring for residents. He has swiftly sought action to
remedy the situation and as can be seen now the area has
received significant attention, with overgrown vegetation and
shrubbery removed and both road and kerbside fully visible.

It has also transformed the outlook for Residents.

SAFE AGAIN:
Worple Road trees pruned

SPOTTED ONMY ROUNDS:
Knightsbridge Crescent
needed foliage cleared
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Are Surrey set to abandon it -
a waste of £42 million?

The closure of recycling
stations during the first part
of lockdown resulted in
widespread fly tipping
throughout the Borough.
This steadily became a blight
in many places resulting in
threats to health and safety
for our residents.

In one locality - Stainash
Parade in Staines - initial
dumping became a magnet
for others to simply add to
the pile. Concerned residents
raised the issue with me and
I am pleased to say that with
swift intervention the
offending debris has been
removed leaving the area
clean and tidy.

Stainash
fly-tipping
build up

STOPPED

Cllr CHRIS BATESON
Staines South




