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CHRIS BATESON GETTING THINGS DONE

Heavy rainfall this year meant
areas of Staines were once again
subject to localised flooding. On
one of my many ward patrols, I
attended the scenes in Guildford
Street, Commercial Road and
Greene Fielde End. It took
considerable pressure from
me to get the relevant
authorities to act while many
residents were left wondering if
they were to see a repeat of the
flooding from recent years.

The immediate priority was the
safety of residents and their
property (the water was
discovered to be contaminated) I
believe the importance of this
issue is such that it must not be
forgotten. Promises made by the
Government to allocate

provision from its relief fund
have never materialised.

I have escalated the matter with
all all relevant parties, in order
that they can sit down and not
only find an answer but ensure
the money needed to make it
happen becomes a reality.

Residents want action, not
more promises.

I have used my Neighbourhood
Grant allocation for good causes.

I have given the bulk of my
Neighbourhood Grant (£900) to
Buckland Primary School in
Berryscroft Road, Staines. This
will assist in purchasing
additional devices to assist
children in homeschooling. A
number of children who attend
the school come from
disadvantaged backgrounds and
there is often with more than
one child learning at home. This
has been much-needed aid for
many families in difficult times.

Additionally, over Christmas, I
was able to allocate funds for the
purchase of food vouchers for
hard-up families. This was a
lifeline for those suffering real
financial hardship due to the
effects of the pandemic.

Finally, a grant to Talking Tree, a
community project based in
Staines. This will provide a venue
for people to come together to
share skills and ideas.

HELPING THE
COMMUNITY

Want to vote
from home?

It is important that you
exercise your democratic
right in these upcoming
elections. Put to rest any
concerns you may have in
the current circumstances
and register for a postal
vote. www.gov.uk/
government/publications/
apply-for-a-postal-voteBuckland Primary School

Greene Fielde End
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HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?

Liberal Democrat Surgeries return
We are currently holding virtual Surgeries online via Zoom.
Still On the first Saturday in the month 10.30am - 12.30pm

3 April, 1 May, 5 June, 3 July
Please send an email to surgery@spelthornelibdems.org.uk

for more details

HQ telephone
01932 787854

Contact Cllr Chris Bateson
07958 654204 sylvacfinder@hotmail.co.uk

info@spelthornelibdems.org.uk
www.spelthornelibdems.org.uk
Spelthorne Lib Dems
@Spelthornelibde

Chris has been at the heart
of the battle to fight and
protect a future Staines
from being blighted by mass
high rise development as
currently proposed and has
worked closely with the Staines
Residents' Coalition on this.
Following the success of his
motion at Full Council in
December last year, to request a
moratorium, so that plans could
be re-assessed, he has
continued his fight playing a
leading role within the Staines
Development Group. He is
particularly critical of the Arora
scheme proposed for the
riverfront in the heart of the
conservation area and joined
with the Staines Residents'
Coalition in asking for an
independent enquiry to be

conducted into the proposed
scheme. This is something the
Council have now agreed to
instigate.

Spelthorne Liberal Democrats
are continuing to press the
Council and our MP
about formulating a
Local Plan that works
for future needs
right across
Spelthorne. The
process followed so far
has been long-winded,
lacking direction and
there is overall
frustration as to how
things are being handled and its
inability to communicate with
the wider public as to its
intentions and progress. We
have strived to get the ruling
administration to be more open

and transparent about their
intentions, with the wider public
but so far to no avail. We have,
however, been able to force a
period of reflection and rethink
over a number of Council-
initiated projects.

The Government has twice
changed the figures
concerning the number of
homes it requires Spelthorne
to build per year, leaving the
Council with an apparent binary
choice, to build upwards or
succumb to releasing Green Belt
land. We do not accept this as
being the only choice available.
We’ve also asked our MP to
demonstrate what he’s done to
persuade the Housing Minister
to reconsider what everyone

accepts as unrealistic and
unachievable housing targets.
He has so far refused to share
what he said to the Housing
Minister.

The Liberal Democrats are
not funded by big business
or the trade unions.We
rely entirely upon local
volunteers.

Please could you help us to
represent you and your
neighbours by delivering a
few Focus leaflets in your
road or by making a
donation to our campaign.

If so, please email
info@spelthornelibdems.org
.uk or call 01932 787854

Can you help us?

CHRIS BATESON: “DRASTIC
RETHINK NEEDED OVER COUNCIL’S

LOCAL PLAN PROPOSALS

“I AM PROUD TO LIVE IN
BEAUTIFUL STAINES”
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