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BEHAVIOUR
Cllr Bernie Spoor is
concerned that there has
been a dramatic drop in
reading for pleasure among
our disadvantaged children.
Lack of books and other
reading material at home
impacts the abilities and
desire to explore the world of
the written word. The impact
of visual media with games,
TV streaming directs the
minds of young children away
from the effort of
understanding through
reading.

In response to this pressing
need during the COVID
lockdown, Councillors
Richard Dunn and Bernie
Spoor have used their Better
Neighbourhood Grants to

help a project to engage pupils
from Kenyngton Manor Primary
School to readdress this problem
by creating book workshops
using quality authors as part of
the workshop. To have copies of
their books available for sharing
in classes thereby providing
opportunities for pupils to
become involved and then
moving onto reading and
enjoying the books. Texts
selected by the staff are also part
of the Book Workshops project
with the staff explaining why
they appreciate the work being
discussed and having children try
and discuss the work.

Cllr Spoor believes it is of the
utmost importance today to be
able to read and understand.

OUR GRANTS TO
LOCAL SCHOOLS
Cllr Bernie Spoor

When he discovered that
developers had applied to add
an extra two storeys and 28 flats
to Oakhall Court in Oakhall
Drive, Cllr Richard Dunn
immediately wrote to warn local
residents in Oakhall Court,
Oakhall Drive, Kinross Drive,
Kinross Close, Cumbernauld
Gardens, Groveley Road and
King George’s Close.

He advised them to write to
Spelthorne Council to register
any comments. These included
the lack of any off-street
parking, loss of light and
privacy and a building that
would be totally out of keeping
with neighbouring properties.

Cllr Dunn's letter was delivered
to 200 local households and a
hundred letters of objection
were subsequently received by
the council. Concerned local
residents established that
Oakhall Court was built before
1947 and was not exempt from
planning application laws.

Cllr Dunn is delighted that the
application has now been
refused.
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HOW CANWE HELP YOU?

HQ telephone
01932 787854

BERNIE SPOOR 01932 784323
cllr.spoor@spelthorne.gov.uk

RICHARD DUNN 01932 787854
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SUNBURY
POOL
UPDATE

BRACKEN CLOSE:
PLANNING APPLICATION REJECTED

Cllr Bernie Spoor
Local Lib Dems have been
pushing hard to get the
necessary repairs and
improvements to the Sunbury
swimming pool completed as
quickly as possible.
Unfortunately, it looks like the
pool will not re-open until July
2021. This means that whilst
Sunbury Leisure Centre will be
open for use of the gym and
sports hall facility in line with
the Government roadmap, the
swimming pool will not.

We are however pleased that
given the time needed for
these works, we have been
able to lobby for
improvements to the pool
area which will mean when
reopened, the facility will be a
more pleasant experience
with long-term improvements
for visitors.

We will continue to monitor
progress and hope that
everything can be finished to
a high quality by the planned
date. Spelthorne Leisure
Centre in Staines will be
available for residents
wanting to swim when that
reopens.

APPLY
FOR A
POSTAL
VOTE

And vote from the comfort
of your own home.

www.gov.uk/government/
publications/apply-for-a-
postal-vote

Cllr Richard Dunn was asked to call in and speak on a Planning
Application on behalf of the residents and neighbours of Bracken
Close off Cavendish Road which is a small development of six
terraced houses situated on a plot of land where once a large house
stood. Planning permission was being sought to construct two one-
bedroom flats in the back garden of a house in Cavendish Road
adjacent to the properties in Bracken Close.

This would have
totally changed the
integrity of this small
community with loss
of light, being
overlooked, and
major parking
problems. Cllr
Richard Dunn called
this planning
application into the
Planning Committee and spoke against it. He also spent much time
emailing and talking to A2Dominion, who manage the properties on
this site, and who own the legal access route for vehicles or
pedestrians. After much deliberation, the Planning Committee voted
to reject the application and the residents of Bracken Close were
very pleased that their objections had been listened to.
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