
Conservative-controlled Spelthorne 
has broken its promise to keep the 
community informed about the 
Benwell site redevelopment.
Liberal Democrats have asked the Council to 
make public the plans which have been sent to 
developers, but the Council has refused. A 
Council spokesperson said that publishing the 
tender documents might upset the ‘public’s 
expectations’ if the Council then changed its plans.

Caroline Nichols said   ‘The Council’s secrecy is 
deeply disturbing but not surprising.  For a long 
time the Council refused to admit that there was 
overwhelming support to keep the Benwell Day 
Centre.  The Council’s promise to let the public 
know what’s now planned for the site turns out to 
be equally hollow.’

Caroline led the campaign against closing the 
Benwell Day Centre and presented a petition of 
1,100 signatures to the Council last April. 

COUNCIL BREAKS PROMISE ON BENWELLCOUNCIL BREAKS PROMISE ON BENWELLCOUNCIL BREAKS PROMISE ON BENWELLCOUNCIL BREAKS PROMISE ON BENWELL

Can you help?
The Liberal Democrats carry out all their work 
locally through the efforts of volunteers.  You 
can help the Liberal Democrats by:

Enclosing a donation to cover the cost of cam-
paigns and local Focus newsletters:
£100      £50         £25        £10    Other £ 

Please make cheques payable to “Spelthorne Liberal Democrats”.
(A donation of £9 or more entitles you to membership of the Lib 
Dems.  Tick here if you do not want to become a member       )

Delivering a few leaflets locally
Displaying an election poster
Doing clerical work from home

YOUR DETAILS

Name 

Address

Phone

E-mail

Please return to: Spelthorne Liberal Democrats, 
FREEPOST SEA14146, Shepperton.  TW17 9BR.

Published & promoted by Colin Strong on behalf of Spelthorne Liberal Democrats, at 20 Coolgardie Road, 
Ashford, Middx    Printed: Euro Graphics Ltd, Marlborough Rd, Woking, Surrey.

Green Street Car parkGreen Street Car parkGreen Street Car parkGreen Street Car park 
- now we have to pay

Residents are angry at a decision by Spelthorne’s 
Conservative Executive to introduce car parking 
charges at the Green Street car park.

Local Campaigner Tony Rawlinson said ‘Charging 
for  the Green Street car park will cause a lot of 

inconvenience as drivers 
park in neighbouring roads 
to avoid the fees. Forecast 
revenue is only about £4000 
so it’s not even worth the 
investment in the ticket 
machine and wardens.’ 

Last year the Council seriously overestimated by 
half a million pounds the receipts it would get from 
new charges on the large Leisure and Ashford multi-
storey car parks. Charging for leisure parks has back-
fired: it is not bringing in the money.  Adding tiny car 
parks like Green Street simply adds to the Tories 
financial mismanagement and upsets residents.

Liberal Democrats say:  Our leisure car parks 
should be free – we have paid for them already.

This new play 
equipment cost 
£85,000

Cedars Rec - Good value?

This seat, which cost 
£3,800, broke soon after 

installation

Let us know what you think: 
Email Caroline Nichols at 
CNicholsLibDem@aol.com 

or write to her at the Freepost address below
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STOP STOP STOP STOP the secrecy

STARTSTARTSTARTSTART real Consultation
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Green Street, will be decided 
following a Public Inquiry on 27th 
March. The site has gone to Inquiry 
before as part of a bigger plan in 
2003. 

Then, Spelthorne’s Conservative-
controlled planning committee had 
wanted the development and only 
changed its mind following public 
pressure.  Fortunately, the Inspector 
agreed with local residents and ruled 
against the application.

Liberal Democrat Caroline Nichols 
was one of the successful 
campaigners at the 2003 Inquiry.  
She said   ‘I shall be giving evidence 
again on 27th March.  I am 

concerned though that this 
application will be harder to defeat 
because Spelthorne Council has 
relaxed controls on development 
around Sunbury Cross.’

32%
LibDem

Con

45%

Lab

16%

Can’t win 
here

Local election result 2005
Lower Sunbury & Halliford

Only the Lib Dems 
can change things 

here.

Lower Sunbury & HallifordLower Sunbury & HallifordLower Sunbury & HallifordLower Sunbury & Halliford
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OVER-DEVELOPMENT OVER-DEVELOPMENT OVER-DEVELOPMENT OVER-DEVELOPMENT 

Coming to back gardens near youComing to back gardens near youComing to back gardens near youComing to back gardens near you
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A spate of planning 
approvals has taken 
Spelthorne six years 
ahead of its housing 
target - with more to come 
in Lower Sunbury.
Developers are taking advantage 
of Spelthorne’s relatively weak 
planning controls and are putting 
pressure on homeowners with 
larger gardens to sell up. Lower 
Sunbury remains at the top of the 
hit list.  

Public Inquiry 

The latest application, for 14 homes 
to replace two detached houses in

Tony Rawlinson, Tony Crabb and Caroline Nichols are 
campaigning to stop over-development in Lower Sunbury

HIGHWAYS HIGHWAYS HIGHWAYS HIGHWAYS 

CHAOSCHAOSCHAOSCHAOS
Surrey Tories have just made 
their FIFTH reorganisation of 
the highways department in 
three years. Already staff 
have been cut by 40% mainly 
in frontline provision.

At the same time Surrey has 
extended its failing Highways 
maintenance contract for 
another 15 months.

Lib Dems say:Lib Dems say:Lib Dems say:Lib Dems say: STOP   STOP   STOP   STOP   over-development 

STARTSTARTSTARTSTART protecting our environment

Spelthorne 
has allowed 

house building 
way ahead of 

target



New medical research (Jan 2007) 
shows that children who live within 500 
metres of a motorway grow up with 
significantly reduced lung capacity - 
affecting their long term health.

These findings are no surprise to local Liberal 
Democrats Cllr Ian Beardsmore and Caroline 
Nichols who have been campaigning on air 
pollution at Sunbury Cross for the past two years.

They submitted a detailed report to a Highways 
Agency consultation on the M3 in 2005, and 
succeeded in getting air pollution and congestion 
at Sunbury Cross added to the terms of reference.  
Spelthorne Council made no submission.  

Caroline Nichols said, ‘We are very concerned 
because the air pollution levels around Sunbury 
Cross exceed international guidelines and we 
have so many schools at this location.’  

 

Liberal Democrats are pressing 
Spelthorne Council for real measures 
on air pollution, including a halt to over-
development and a proper traffic survey 
around Sunbury Cross.

Lib Dems fight for our local NHS
Lib Dem campaigner, Caroline Nichols 
and colleagues recently attended a key 
NHS conference where Surrey Primary 
Care Trust unveiled proposals for a 
massive shake-up of local healthcare.  
No Spelthorne Tories attended.

Caroline Nichols said ‘This conference was very 
important and I was surprised that no Conservative 
councillors  turned up.  I don’t see how they can 
scrutinise health service plans on behalf of the 
public if they don’t know what is going on.’

Caroline Nichols and Cllr Ian 
Beardsmore at Sunbury Cross

Caroline Nichols and fellow Lib Dem 
campaigners are fighting to 

protect our local NHSInitial options include up 
to £60 million cuts to 
Surrey’s hospitals, one 
hospital to close 
completely and several 
Accident and Emergency 
departments to go across 
Surrey.

Liberal Democrats will 
continue to engage with 
Surrey PCT to get the 
best possible health 
care for Spelthorne 
residents.

Tony Rawlinson 
campaigning at Chertsey

Lib Dems say:Lib Dems say:Lib Dems say:Lib Dems say: STOPSTOPSTOPSTOP      cuttingcuttingcuttingcutting
        STARTSTARTSTARTSTART caringcaringcaringcaring
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CHARLTON still on list for incinerator

Recent press reports saying Charlton was no 
longer being considered for an incinerator were 
premature.

Although a planning application has been submit-
ted for Trumps Farm at Longcross, Charlton is 
still in the Surrey waste plan as a possible site.  

Until the government inspector gives his final 
verdict this summer Charlton’s future is uncertain.

Liberal Democrats oppose incineration as an 
outdated and polluting technology.

Recycling - What’s in store

Is it a tip? - No it’s TP26 Liberal Democrats have swung into action and 
got the rubbish removed which was fly-tipped 
on TP26 public land near Sunna Gardens.

Local campaigner Tony Crabb said ‘Our local 
Conservative Councillors were advised about the 
fly-tipping as soon as it happened, but did nothing. 
It took Liberal Democrats to discover that 
Spelthorne and Surrey councils were not commu-
nicating properly about getting the mess cleared.’

Tony added,  ‘TP26 between French Street and 
The Avenue will continue to be a target for fly-
tipping until it is properly landscaped.  It is a 
disgrace that two Tory-controlled councils can’t 
get their act together and agree a plan for a linear 
park once and for all.’

Conservative-controlled Spelthorne Council 
has finally woken up to its dismal recycling 
record. Spelthorne is 71st out of 74th in the 
South East, recycling only 18% of household 
waste. 

From the Autumn Spelthorne wants to provide two very 
large wheelie bins (240 litre capacity) to every 
household - one for recyclables and one for residual 
waste. Doorstep recycling will now include PLASTIC, 
CARDBOARD and FOIL as well as paper, cans and 
glass. As yet, there is no proposal for recycling food 
waste.  Collection will alternate – one week for 
recyclables and the next for residual waste.  

Liberal Democrats back proposals for more recycling 
but want Spelthorne to learn from councils like Woking 
which is flexible in its bin policy, allowing smaller bins 

for single person households.  LibDem Woking already 
recycles 40% of household waste.

Lib Dem Councillors are pressing for extra 
customer care teams during the roll-out 
period; other councils say this is key to a 
successful scheme. 

Plastic, cardboard and foil to be 
added to doorstep recycling

Liberal Democrat campaigner Caroline Nichols 

lent her support to an inspirational one-day 

conference on environmental sustainability for 

Spelthorne’s secondary schools.

Pupils from six schools heard an Juan Kinchikuy, an 
Amazonian Indian, explain why halting the destruction of 
rain forests is key to stopping rapid climate change.

The participants then came up with schemes for 
‘Reducing, Reusing and Recycling’ as part of our 
community's  contribution to saving the planet.

Caroline Nichols said ‘Our youth are well informed 
about the need for all of us to consume less.  The 
challenge now is to get the message out to the rest of  
the community.’

LIBDEMS SUPPORT YOUTH ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCELIBDEMS SUPPORT YOUTH ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCELIBDEMS SUPPORT YOUTH ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCELIBDEMS SUPPORT YOUTH ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCE

Tony Crabb wants 
TP26 safe from 

fly-tippers

Caroline Nichols discussed climate 
change with Juan Kinchikuy

For more on recycling visit www.spelthornelibdems.org.ukwww.spelthornelibdems.org.ukwww.spelthornelibdems.org.ukwww.spelthornelibdems.org.uk


