With a call to Remain supporters from every party to come
together as a snap General Election approaches, David
Campanale has been chosen by the Liberal Democrats
as their Prospective Parliamentary Candidate for
Spelthorne. At a well-attended hustings in Staines he told
activists his campaign would reach out beyond the party
to all people of goodwill wanting to stop a No Deal Brexit.
David Campanale speaking
at the Lib Dem hustings

"It is time to draw a line under
Brexit and move on. In 2016,
Spelthorne voters didn't vote to
make themselves worse off. There
is absolutely no evidence they
wanted No Deal.”
David told Lib Dem members that there is an
imbalance in our economy with companies doing
well but with life precarious for too many people.
He said a programme of investment in the
workforce, their skills and innovation was badly
needed. He went on to highlight the dangers of
climate change and said a completely new industrial
strategy, focused around a Green New Deal, was
needed to repair the divisions in society.

Voters don’t have to choose between Boris
Johnson or Jeremy Corbyn for the next Prime
Minister. They can demand better and back
the Liberal Democrats to win.

Lib Dem Leader Jo Swinson MP said, “Millions of
people are frustrated with the direction of the
country. They can see that neither Boris Johnson
nor Jeremy Corbyn is the answer to this.”
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From your Councillors Lawrence Nichols, Kathy Grant, Sandra Dunn & Tom Fidler

Green Street: Ceaser �
Court 2 plan revealed �
Spelthorne Council are developing the Benwell
�
House site, now known as Ceaser Court. The first
phase is underway, converting the existing office
building into 55 flats. Now there is a second
application for a further block of flats adding 36
more homes across 5 floors.
If the application is passed there will be 91 flats
on this site.
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Jo Swinson - Build a better future for Britain.

Latest polls show the Liberal Democrats within
a few percentage points of both Labour and the
Conservatives. The recent European Election
showed that the Liberal Democrats can beat
the old parties in a national election.

FOCUS

Jo and the Liberal Democrats
have led the fight to stop Brexit
for the last three years.

“The Liberal Democrats offer a brighter future.
We will stop Brexit, change our broken politics
and tackle the big issues facing our nation.”

Visit us online: spelthornelibdems.org.uk
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David Campanale selected as Lib Dem Parliamentary
Spokesperson for Spelthorne

The Lib Dem team listen and are
active and in touch all year round
We are asking questions and
holding the Council to account
Working for more investment in
local services
info@spelthornelibdems.org.uk
www.spelthornelibdems.org.uk
01932 787854
Spelthorne Lib Dems
@Spelthornelibde
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We hold surgeries on 1 Saturday of every month
between 10:30 and 12:30 in Sunbury Library

Pot holes on Eco Park roads

A low-key consultation session on Ceaser Court 2
was held in May but the Council refused to publish
on their website the plans shown in the two-day
exhibition. Spelthorne BC bought the site and are
trying to maximise the financial return. The flats are
proposed for both commercial and affordable rental.
Attempts are being made to see if Sunbury Health
Centre could be relocated onto the new site but it is
unclear whether this would be both practical and
financially viable.
Local Liberal Democrats are concerned about the
height and size of the development and the creeping
urbanisation of Lower Sunbury.
The planning application can be seen on the Council
website - application reference 19/01211/FUL.

Councillor Tom Fidler has raised questions
about the poor road condition of Charlton
Lane and the Upper Halliford bypass to the
Spelthorne and Surrey Joint Committee.
Despite the fact that these roads are under
constant pressure from the heavy lorries
visiting the recycling centre and are in a
dreadful state, he has been told by the Area
Highways Manager that the area was not a
priority for improvement.
Cllr Fidler said “Potholes in the area have
caused significant damage to residents
vehicles as well as increased noise. We will
continue to push for these vital repairs
which are overdue
and are caused by the
volume of heavy
lorries. There is no
reason to believe that
the level of traffic will
decrease at all after
the site is fully
commissioned in the
Cllr Tom Fidler
next few months.”

Inside this Heathrow 3rd runway and the Spelthorne Local Plan - what
will it mean for you? Plus more local stories.
issue

Do you feel consulted?
Local Liberal Democrats are concerned that the Council is failing to consult
effectively with residents on a wide range of important issues.
In the last few months Spelthorne Council has embarked on a number of
projects without engaging with residents and this has caused real anger.
In some cases the Council has only undertaken the mandatory communication
required for a planning application. There is no reason why genuine consultation
should not take place, particularly where the Council is the applicant, and
Spelthorne Lib Dems have already made 10 suggestions for improvement.
If you have concerns about what is going on in Spelthorne contact us at
RealScrutiny@spelthornelibdems.org.uk
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Apology: In the last Focus we misspelt the name of Ceaser
Court, which is is of course named after the former Council
Leader Gerry Ceaser.

Cllrs Kathy Grant and Sandra Dunn are
on the case of the Three Fishes bus stop.

Fire Service cuts hit
Spelthorne hard
Local residents were promised that once
Sunbury and Staines Fire Stations were shut
the new one at Fordbridge Road, Ashford
would be able to provide adequate cover. But
in reality, just days after opening, the new
station had to close over a weekend due to
staff shortages.
A petition against lack of fire cover at night has
been signed by enough residents for the issue to
be considered at the full Council meeting of Surrey
County Council on 8th October. We welcome this
pressure on the Council, which supports action
taken by the Lib Dem Opposition, and we look
forward to being able to provide a positive update
on the safety of local residents. If you wish to
sign the petition the link can be found here:
https://petitions.surreycc.gov.uk/Fire-Cuts/
Lib Dem councillors were concerned that the
Community was given no chance to express their
deep gratitude to the Fire Fighters of Sunbury and
Staines Fire Stations, following their abrupt silent
closures. The secrecy behind the opening of the fire
station has concerned residents and again they
were right to be worried. We are appalled by the way
this has been handled. The Fire service and residents
of Spelthorne deserve better.

Why does the Three Fishes Bus Stop have to move?
A planning application in Lower Sunbury has upset many local people because it involves moving a bus stop from
its current location, in front of the Three Fishes pub, to another site further up Green Street. The problem is that
anywhere else will cause real inconvenience to residents or practical problems for the bus operator.
Cllr Sandra Dunn has been working with Surrey County Council to find a solution and currently the
planning application has a condition placed on it stating that the siting of the bus stop has to be resolved
before it can be progressed. We will continue to fight for our local residents as a development should
not take precedence over a bus stop that has been in existence since the 1950’s.

Lib Dem success:
Council changes stance
on Heathrow expansion
Spelthorne Lib Dems have consistently opposed the
expansion of Heathrow. In July we proposed a motion
to change the Council's position to object to the
expansion in principle. The Conservatives were not
brave enough to allow this to go to a vote but agreed
to refer it to a special meeting of the Overview and
Scrutiny Committee on 3rd September.
At the committee meeting an
agreed final recommendation
included the statement that
"the Borough is unable to
support the development
consent order [Heathrow
proposals] in its current
form". This was less
emphatic than Spelthorne Lib
Dems would have liked, but
nevertheless represented a
The Lib Dem motion was significant shift in policy.
proposed by Cllr Nichols
The recommendation then

went to an extraordinary Cabinet meeting which
endorsed the change in the Council’s position with
minor modifications. In its response to the Heathrow
consultation, Spelthorne has said that it no longer
supports the expansion unless 16 detailed
requirements are met in full.
Commenting on the outcome Cllr Lawrence Nichols
said: "I'm pleased that the Council has modified its
stance on the expansion of the airport. The expansion
proposed by Heathrow, if implemented, will cause real
damage, particularly in the north of the borough. The
impact on the air and noise pollution across a wide area
would be wholly unacceptable. The Council needs to
be seen to be supporting its residents who will be
materially harmed if Heathrow’s plans go ahead”.
Spelthorne Lib Dems will continue to oppose the
expansion of Heathrow airport. We believe that the
environmental damage outweighs any economic
benefits - and the direct harm to local communities
must be prevented.

The Spelthorne Local Plan: What will it mean for you?
Spelthorne Council is under an
obligation to create a Local Plan
which will determine the approach
to be adopted to house building for
the next 15 years.
Central
government has imposed a
target of in excess of 700 new
homes per year – a total of more
than 10,000 new homes in the
lifetime of the plan.
Where are these homes to be built?
We can’t answer that at the
moment because that part of the
Local Plan has yet to be completed.
The local Conservatives have
refused to allow opposition parties
to be involved in the development
process and all the meetings are
held in private with no minutes
published.
Will there be a chance to give my
input? Once completed, the
proposed plans will be put out for
consultation and this is scheduled

to be before the end of the year.
What is being considered? Options
being considered are increased
density in more urban situations
and the possibility of building on
Green Belt. Developers will be
putting forward suggested sites for
building and these are likely to
include areas such as Kempton
Park and land adjacent to London
Irish.
What happens next? The plan has
to undergo statutory public

consultation. The vital “Preferred
Options” consultation is scheduled
to take place before the end of this
year. The plan is expected to be
formally adopted in the summer of
2021 after a public examination by
an external inspector.
Once adopted the plan sets out
what development is expected to
take place and any proposals that
conform with the plan are highly
likely to be approved.
Spelthorne has an obligation to
demonstrate that it has identified
housing sites to meet the targets for
the next 5 years. Failure to do this
would mean that Spelthorne will
have less local control of what
applications
are
granted
permission.
We will keep you informed about
progress of the plan over the
coming months.

